
Year Group:   Years 3/4                     Term:  Spring Term 2018                   Topic: Dare to Aspire/Through the Keyhole 

Themes:  

The Firework Makers Daughter by Philip Pullman 

Escape From Pompeii by Christina Balit 

Volcanoes 

 

  

Areas for Learning: 

As Geographers we will: 

Learn about key places in the world. 

Learn how to use an atlas. 

Learn about volcanoes, how they erupt and 

their effect on their surroundings. 

As Historians we will: 

Learn about the Romans and their effect 

on the British Isles. 

As Artists we will: 

Learn about Chinese Willow Patterns. 

As Musicians we will: 

Learn to respond to music by Handel and 

play the clarinet. 

As Design Technologists we will: 

Learn about Chinese Lanterns, their 

design and cultural importance.  

Art and Design Immersion 
Children will meet a modern ‘Firework Maker’ who 

will explain his job. 

Children will visit a Roman Villa in Chedsworth to 

learn about how Roman’s used to live, and their 

impact on Britain. 
 

Skills 
Speaking and Listening 

Pupils should be taught to: 

listen and respond appropriately to adults and their 

peers 

ask relevant questions to extend their 

History 
Pupils should be taught:  

 to create sketch books to record 

their observations and use them to 

review and revisit ideas  

 to improve their mastery of art and 

design techniques, including drawing, 

painting and sculpture with a range 

of materials  

 about great artists, architects and 

designers in history 

Pupils will learn the about the Chinese willow 

pattern and produce their own designs in 

Pupils should be taught:  

 the Roman Empire and its impact on 

Britain 

Children will visit a Roman Villa (Chedworth 

Roman Villa) and learn about the impact of 

The Romans on the architecture of Great 

Britain, how the Roman’s lived and their legacy 

to us. 



this style. 

 

understanding and knowledge 

use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary 

articulate and justify answers, arguments and 

opinions 

give well-structured descriptions, explanations and 

narratives for different purposes, including for 

expressing feelings 

maintain attention and participate actively in 

collaborative conversations, staying on topic and 

initiating and responding to comments 

use spoken language to develop understanding 

through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and 

exploring ideas 

speak audibly and fluently with an increasing 

command of Standard English 

participate in discussions, presentations, 

performances, role play/improvisations and debates 

gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the 

listener(s) 

consider and evaluate different viewpoints, 

attending to and building on the contributions of 

others 

select and use appropriate registers for effective 

communication 

 

Reading 

develop positive attitudes to reading, and an 

understanding of what they read, by: 

 listening to and discussing a wide range of 

fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and 

reference books or textbooks 

 reading books that are structured in 

different ways and reading for a range of 

purposes 

 identifying themes and conventions in a wide 

range of books 

 
 

 

 

Music Geography 
Pupils should be taught to:  

 play and perform in solo and 

ensemble contexts, using their voices 

and playing musical instruments with 

increasing accuracy, fluency, control 

and expression 

 use and understand staff and other 

musical notations 

Y4 – Children will learn how to read 

music and play the Clarinet. 

 
 

All Pupils 

Pupils should be taught to: 

 appreciate and understand a wide 

range of high-quality live and 

recorded music drawn from 

different traditions and from great 

Pupils should be taught to: 

Locational knowledge 

locate the world’s countries, using maps to 

focus on Europe (including the location of 

Russia) and North and South America, 

concentrating on their environmental regions, 

key physical and human characteristics, 

countries, and major cities 

Human and physical geography 

describe and understand key aspects of: 

physical geography, including: mountains, 

volcanoes and earthquakes. 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 

use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 

mapping to locate countries and describe 

features studied 

 

Children will locate China and Italy/Pompeii on 

maps and in atlases, and learn about their 

climates. 

Children will learn about volcanoes and 

earthquakes, how and why they happen, the 

effects and how we prepare for them today.  

(Children will be keeping a very close eye on 

the Bali Volcano – Mount Agung as it is 

currently erupting.)  



composers and musicians  

 develop an understanding of the 

history of music. 

Children will listen to The Royal Firework 

Suite by Handel and compare and contrast 

it to the music played at the London 2018 

New Year Eve fireworks display. Which do 

they prefer? Why? Which best compliment 

the fireworks etc. 

 

 discussing words and phrases that capture 

the reader’s interest and imagination 

 asking questions to improve their 

understanding of a text 

 drawing inferences such as inferring 

characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives 

from their actions, and justifying inferences 

with evidence 

 predicting what might happen from details 

stated and implied 

 

Writing 

plan their writing by: 

discussing writing similar to that which they are 

planning to write in order to understand and learn 

from its structure, vocabulary and grammar 

discussing and recording ideas 

draft and write by: 

 composing and rehearsing sentences orally 

(including dialogue), progressively building a 

varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing 

range of sentence structures   

 organising paragraphs around a theme 

 in narratives, creating settings, characters 

and plot 

 in non-narrative material, using simple 

organisational devices [for example, headings 

and sub-headings] 

 evaluate and edit by: 

 assessing the effectiveness of their own and 

others’ writing and suggesting improvements 

 proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary 

to improve consistency, including the 

 

D.T. PSHE/Citizenship 
When designing and making, pupils should be 

taught to:  

Design  

 use research and develop design criteria 

to inform the design of innovative, 

functional, appealing products that are fit 

for purpose, aimed at particular individuals 

or groups  

 generate, develop, model and communicate 

their ideas through discussion, annotated 

sketches, cross-sectional and exploded 

diagrams, prototypes, pattern pieces and 

computer-aided design  

Make 

 select from and use a wider range of tools 

and equipment to perform practical tasks 

[for example, cutting, shaping, joining and 

finishing], accurately  

Dare to Aspire. 

Children will discuss their ambitions, what 

they want to be when they are older – New 

Year’s Resolutions 

 

Spiritual Development: 

 Willingness to reflect on their own 

experiences 

 

Social Development: 

 

 Acceptance of the rule of law, 

individual liberty, mutual respect and 

tolerance 

 

Cultural development: 

 

 Understanding and appreciation of 



 select from and use a wider range of 

materials and components, including 

construction materials, textiles and 

ingredients, according to their functional 

properties and aesthetic qualities  

Evaluate 

 investigate and analyse a range of 

existing products  

 evaluate their ideas and products against 

their own design criteria and consider the 

views of others to improve their work  

 understand how key events and individuals 

in design and technology have helped shape 

the world 

 

Children will learn about Chinese Lanterns, 

their importance to Chinese culture, how 

they are made, and how to make them. 

Children will design their own, having 

researched the design and then make them. 

Once finished children will critically 

evaluate their own designs and state how 

these could be improved. 

 

accurate use of pronouns in sentences 

 proofread for spelling and punctuation errors 

 read their own writing aloud to a group or the 

whole class, using appropriate intonation and 

controlling the tone and volume so that the 

meaning is clear 

 

Children will rewrite chapter 5 of The Firework 

Maker’s Daughter where Lila meets the Volcano God 

Razvani in her quest to find the Royal Sulphur to 

make the best firework in the world. Children will 

use different sentence types to make their writing 

interesting and effective to engage their readers. 

 

Children will write a non-fiction text about 

Volcanoes using headings, subheadings and other 

non-fiction text techniques. 
 

 

Outcomes 

Children will produce a performance based on the 

Firework Maker’s Daughter. 

 

Children will design, plan and deliver a Roman Café. 
 

the wide range of cultural 

influences that have shaped our own 

heritage and that of others 

 

 Understanding and appreciation of 

the range of different cultures 

within school and further afield 

 

 Willingness to participate in and 

respond positively to artistic, 

sporting and cultural opportunities 

Science P.E. 

Working scientifically 

During years 3 and 4, pupils should be 

taught to use the following practical 

scientific methods, processes and skills 

through the teaching of the programme of 

Pupils should be taught to: 

 use running, jumping, throwing and 

catching in isolation and in combination 



study content: 

asking relevant questions and using 

different types of scientific enquiries to 

answer them 

setting up simple practical enquiries, 

comparative and fair tests 

making systematic and careful observations 

and, where appropriate, taking accurate 

measurements using standard units, using a 

range of equipment, including thermometers 

and data loggers 

gathering, recording, classifying and 

presenting data in a variety of ways to help 

in answering questions 

recording findings using simple scientific 

language, drawings, labelled diagrams, keys, 

bar charts, and tables 

reporting on findings from enquiries, 

including oral and written explanations, 

displays or presentations of results and 

conclusions 

using results to draw simple conclusions, 

make predictions for new values, suggest 

improvements and raise further questions 

identifying differences, similarities or 

changes related to simple scientific ideas 

and processes 

using straightforward scientific evidence to 

answer questions or to support their 

findings. 

 

Y3 

Light 

Pupils should be taught to: 

recognise that they need light in order to 

see things and that dark is the absence of 

light 

 play competitive games, modified 

where appropriate [for example, 
badminton, basketball, cricket, football, 

hockey, netball, rounders and tennis], and 

apply basic principles suitable for attacking 

and defending 

 develop flexibility, strength, technique, 

control and balance [for example, through 

athletics and gymnastics] 

 perform dances using a range of 

movement patterns 

 take part in outdoor and adventurous 

activity challenges both individually and 

within a team 

 compare their performances with 

previous ones and demonstrate 

improvement to achieve their personal best 

 

Y3 

Games 

Target games 

Inclusive sports boccia, Kurling etc 

Dance 

Story book dance approach 

OAA 

Teamwork working cooperatively with 

others 

OAA resource folder  

Gymnastics 

Core skills 

PE Skills 

 



notice that light is reflected from surfaces 

recognise that light from the sun can be 

dangerous and that there are ways to 

protect their eyes 

recognise that shadows are formed when 

the light from a light source is blocked by 

an opaque object 

find patterns in the way that the size of 

shadows change 

 
 

Y4 

Sound 

Pupils should be taught to: 

identify how sounds are made, associating 

some of them with something vibrating 

recognise that vibrations from sounds 

travel through a medium to the ear 

find patterns between the pitch of a sound 

and features of the object that produced it 

find patterns between the volume of a 

sound and the strength of the vibrations 

that produced it 

recognise that sounds get fainter as the 

distance from the sound source increases 

Y4 

Games 

Target games 

Tri golf and Inclusive sports boccia, 

Kurling etc 

Level 1 

Target challenges 

Official challeges on trigolf cards. 

Dance 

Story book dance approach 

OAA 

Teamwork working cooperatively with 

others 

OAA resource folder 

Gymnastics 

Balancing 

Val Sabin yr4 unit 1 

 



 
 

I.C.T. R.E. 

Pupils should be taught to:  

 understand computer networks 

including the internet; how they 

can provide multiple services, 

such as the world wide web; and 

the opportunities they offer for 

communication and collaboration  

 use search technologies 

effectively, appreciate how 

results are selected and ranked, 

and be discerning in evaluating 

digital content  

 use technology safely, 

respectfully and responsibly; 

recognise 

acceptable/unacceptable 

behaviour; identify a range of 

ways to report concerns about 

content and contact. 

 

Children will be taught to use the 

Y3 –  

 Why is the Bible important to 

Christians today? 

 Why are festivals important to 

different religious communities? 

 

Y4 –  

 Why do some people think that life 

is a journey and what significant 

experiences mark this? 

 Why are festivals important to 

different religious communities? 

 
 

MFL 



internet safely and effectively to 

research China and become more aware 

of the Chinese culture and customs. 

Children will continue to use 

TTRockstars and Read Theory.  

Mandarin 

Children will learn basic greetings and to 

count 1-10 in Mandarin. 

Children will learn about aspects of 

Chinese life and culture. 

 
 


